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PRESS RELEASE  

FORESHORE DEVELOPMENT ACT 

The Department of Urban Affairs and Planning (DUAP) is implementing the Foreshore Development Act 
(FDA) throughout the country.  

This Act is to guide developments in different coastal areas, ports and harbors within the country.  

The Foreshore Unit under DUAP is responsible of the management and control of developments in coastal 
areas guided by the Foreshore Development Act (Cap90).  

Senior Foreshore Development Officer, Robinson Dickson says due to long fast developments happening 
around the country it is imperative for promptly inspection for every developer to adhere to the Act.  

Mr. Dickson says that foreshore means the land below mean high water and the bed of the sea within the 
territorial water of Vanuatu (including the ports and harbors thereof) and includes land below mean high 
water mark in any lagoon having direct access to the open sea. 

“Therefore, the lease holder is not entitled to the foreshore land and High-Water Mark because it belongs to 
the custom owner, and for any development to ensure custom owner must consent”, he said. 

It has come to the attention to the Foreshore Unit that many developers ignore the land owner and not have 
a Foreshore permit and it’s a breach of the Foreshore Development Act.  

He encourages all developers throughout Vanuatu to come forward and apply for foreshore permit at the 
DUAP office located at the Ministry of Internal Affairs or can visit our website on https://duap.gov.vu  

Forms can be collected also at DUAP office or Area Councils and the application fee is 20,000vt at the 
finance department checklist required followed by a site visit, foreshore advisory committee for due 
diligence screening process by the Foreshore Advisory Committee (FAC) pending minister’s approval for 
permit.  

Any breach of the Act, will is an offence if he/she does not have the permit or do not comply with 
conditions and can be fined up to 5,000,000VT, or 5 years imprisonment.   
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